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SUBJECT: VISIT TO SPAIN OF FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER 
REF: MADRID 4758 

1. DURING CONVERSATION AUG 23, THE AMB INQUIRED OF FOREIGN MINISTER 
LOPEZ-RODO CONCERNING MATTERS HE WOULD DISCUSS WITH THE FRENCH 
FOREIGN MINISTER DURING THE LATTER'S AUG 27-28 VISIT. LOPEZ-RODO 
CONFIRMED THE AMB S ASSUMPTION THAT ONE SUCH MATTER WOULD BE THE 
BASQUE QUESTION, ADDING THAT SPAIN HAS HAD GOOD COLLABORATION IN 
THE PAST FROM FRANCE, PARTICULARLY REMOVAL OF BASQUE ACTIVISTS 
FROM AREAS NEAR THE FRONTIER. LATELY, HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BERN 
PROBLEMS. FRENCH HAVE REFUSED TO EXTRADITE THE KIDNAPPERS OF 
INDUSTRIALIST HU ARTE, ON GROUNDS THAT OFFENSE WAS POLITICAL. HE 
WILL REMONSTRATE STRONGLY WITH JOBERT, SINCE HUARTE DOES NOT 
HAVE OR HAS HAD ANY POLITICAL AFFILIATION. OFFENSE IS CLEARLY 
A CRIMINAL ONE AND HE HOPES TO IMPRESS ON JOBERT THAT FRENCH ARE 
BEING SHORTSIGHTED IN THEIR ATTITUDE, SINCE THEY CAN SURELY EXPECT 
SOME BASQUE TERRORISM IN THE FUTURE OF THE SAME TYPE EXPERIENCED 
IN SPAIN NOW. MANY EXTREME BASQUE NATIONALISTS THINK OF THE BASQUE 
COUNTRY AS INCLUDING THE PROVINCES ON BOTH SIDES OF THE FRONTIER 
AS THEIR DREAM OF AN INDEPENDENT OR AUTONOMOUS STATE. HE WILL 
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FURTHER POINT OUT THAT IN CONTRAST WITH FRANCE'S ATTITUDE, 
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SWITZERLAND, A DEMOCRATIC STATE, HAS GRANTED EXTRADITION TO SPAIN 
OF THE KIDNAPPER OF MOISE TSHOMBE. THERE MIGHT BE SOME ARGUMENT 
THAT TSHOMBE'S KIDNAPPING HAD A POLITICAL CONTEXT, ALTHOUGH STILL 
A CRIME, BUT THIS COULD NOT BE APPLIED TO HUARTE'S. 

2. LOPEZ RODO THEN SAID THERE WOULD BE OTHER TOPICS BUT ONLY 
VOLUNTEERED THAT JOBERT AND THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAVE GREAT 
UNEASINESS AND DISTRUST OF THE RECENT NIXON BREZHNEV TALKS. THEY 
VIEW THEM AS A FIRST STEP IN THE BIG POWERS MAKING DEALS AT THE 
EXPENSE OF EUROPE, WITH THE PURPOSE OF ATTAINING THE FINLANDIZA- 
TION OF WESTERN EUROPE. WHEN THE AMB QUERIED HIM FURTHER, HE SAID 
THE CONCERN IS THAT THERE WILL BE AGREEMENT TO WITHDRAW US TROOPS, 
AND THEY SEE EVEN GREATER DANGER IN THE NUCLEAR ARMS AGREEMENTS 
WHICH COULD WELL RESULT IN WEAKENING THE NUCLEAR DETERRENT ON WHICH 
EVERYTHING DEPENDS. (LOPEZ RODO HAD RECENT TALK WITH FRENCH AMB 
GIT .LET AND THIS VIEW MAY HAVE BEEN PASSED ON TO HIM BY GIT JET 
AT THAT TIME). 

RIVERO 
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